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I.
MENTAL DERANGEMENT FROM GAS-
TRIC IRRITATION
By H. Worship, M.R.C.S.
JÍdmund
-, aged 15, but
not yet arrived at puberty, of
small stature, but regularly form-
ed, with light-colored hair, deli-
cate and pale skin, and an active
and intelligent mind, was put un-
der my care for an affection of his
eyes, which presented the following
appearances :—There is in each
eye a pencil of red vessels, runningfrom the external and internal an-
gle, and terminating at the margin
of the cornea, which is perfectly
transparent ; the pupil is large and
regular ; the iris acts slowly and
almost imperceptibly when a strong
light is admitted to the eye, and
the pupil becomes contracted only
when the sight is fixed on any par-
ticular object ; the conjunctiva of
the lids inflamed, and there is lach-
rymation and confusion of vision
when an object is regarded for anylength of time. The upper eyelidis large from the number and size
of its vessels. He has been sub-
ject to similar attacks from time
to time during the last four or five
years, and has lately been under
the care of a celebrated oculist,
who has advised the application of
leeches, and an occasional dose of
calomel, to be followed up with
senna and salts.
His mother informed me that
he was not sound in his mind ; and
with respect to this point, I made
out the following history. About
two years since he was the subject
of scarlet fever, which ran rather
high. He had passed nearly a
week in convalescence from the
attack, when he was seized with
acute pain in the abdomen, follow-
ed by purging and vomiting, which
continued for some hours. It was
then his mind became affected ; he
screamed, and made such exer-
tions, that he was with difficultykept in his bed ; he fancied he wasgoing to be murdered, and pointed
at the imaginary objects which
were to destroy him. He would
minutely detail many absurd sto-
ries, of which he had no memory
when subsequently questioned.From this state he passed into one
nearly resembling idiotism, and
then gradually recovered. Al-
though occasionally irritable, hehas had no attack like the one I
have just described till within a
short time of my attendance, nor
ivas this attack of so severe a cha-
racter as its predecessor.
Disregarding, for a time, the
affection of the eyes, and bearing
in mind the history of the former
illness, I was induced to look for
the cause of the present relapse in
a disorder of the stomach, or some
other abdominal viscus. That
such a disorder existed, and that
the treatment I adopted for its
removal acted beneficially on the
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brain, the following statement willfully prove.
Nov. 3d.—My patient complains
of great pain and heat in the head,
with confusion of ideas. His pulse
is quick and full; respiration short,
and principally carried on by the
ribs. He sighs continually ; hisdigestion is painful, and his appe-
tite immoderate, for scarcely does
half an hour elapse after eating a
meal, which would satisfy two
persons, when he again calls forfood, and eats to a like excess.
The tongue is covered with a
white fur ; the bowels are irregu-lar ; the epigastrium is full and
hard, and painful on pressure. Pie
was put on low diet, with lemon-
ade for drink ; leeches, followed
by poultices, were applied to thepit of the stomach on the 3d, 4th,
aiid 8th ; the leeches amounted in
all to forty. To the treatmentjust mentioned, my patient added
the occasional use of a foot-bath.
Nov. 14th.—His recovery hasbeen as rapid as I could have wish-
ed : at the time I am writing, his
tongue is clean, his head clear ;the pain in the epigastrium no long-
er exists, and the inflammation of
the eyes has quite disappeared ; so
that, he says, his sight is as good
as ever it was.
It will readily be granted thatthere are many cases in whichdisorder of the stomach is the
exciting cause of pains, and other
unpleasant feelings in the head ;but that this disorder (be its cha-
racter and symptoms what they
may) should so far act on the ce-
rebral mass as to produce a de-
rangement of the intellectual func-
tions, for any length of time, or at
intervals, is a point which will less
readily be believed from the want
of facts to substantiate such an
opinión. From the history of the
first attack, as related to me by
the lad's mother, I had already
formed my suspicions respectingits cause. In the treatment I
adopted when he came under my
care, I was farther guided by the
symptoms which then presented
themselves ; and the favorable re-
sult which I obtained has justified
me in the plan I pursued. Pre-
viously to my attendance, the ladhad, unknown to his mother, ob-
tained some leeches, and applied
them to his head ; the relief he ex-
perienced was slight, and of but
short duration. The account of
the affection of the eyes has beengiven in detail, that the cure,
which was effected by the general
treatment, and without local appli-
cations, may have its due impor-
tance. My object in publishingthis case is to solicit the attention
of medical men to the influence
which gastric irritation possessesin producing disorders of the mind.
—Land. Med. Gaz.
II.
RABIES CANINA
Canine Rabies is a disease respect-
ing which our knowledge is deficient ;
we refer particularly to that kind of
knowledge which, having been de-
rived from actual experiment and
close and extensive observation, can
be implicitly relied on. A German,
physician, Dr. Hertwig, has confer-
red a great obligation on the profes-
sion by his recent contributions to-
wards a better knowledge of this
subject. In his treatise, Dr. H.
considers first, what are the true and
diagnostic symptoms of Canine Ra-
bies ; and secondly, what are its pos-
sible and what its most frequent
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